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Minutes of the meeting of the board of trustees of the Ramblers, held on 
Sunday 3 April at 1pm in room D/L/049, Derwent College, University of York, 
Heslington, York YO10 5DD  

 
Attendance and apologies for absence 
 

B/128/16 Members: Des Garrahan (Chair), Christine O’Byrne (Vice Chair), Alex 
Mannings (Honorary Treasurer), Mike Church, Moira Fraser, Roy Hunt, Jeremy 
Kenyon, Alison Mitchell (convener, Ramblers Scotland), Teri Moore, Alan Norton 
(Chair, Ramblers Cymru), Paul Rhodes. 
 

B/129/16 Guests: Kate Ashbrook and Robert Peel as trustees elect. 
 

B/130/16 Staff: Benedict Southworth (Chief Executive), Christine Grant (Director of 
Services), Simon Barnett (Director of Delivery & Development), Nicky Philpott 
(Director of Advocacy and Engagement), Angela Charlton (Director Wales), Jess 
Dolan (director Scotland), Caroline Wheeler (Executive Assistant). 
 

B/131/16 There were no apologies. 
 

Declarations of interest relating to the agenda and any changes to the register of 
interest  
 

B/132/16 Kate Ashbrook, as a trustee elect, declared an interest as General Secretary 
of the Open Spaces Society, and as a trustee of the Campaign for National Parks, 
and also a potential interest as a Director of Walkers Are Welcome Community 
Interest Company (CIC). 
 

B/133/16 Des Garrahan, as chair, declared an interest as an ex-member of staff of the 
Ramblers who has a deferred pension arising from his participation in the Ramblers 
pension scheme. He noted that he has now taken retirement from his role at the 
RSPB. 

 
B/134/16 Christine O’Byrne, as vice chair, declared a potential interest as Policy Lead 

at Chwarae Teg – the agency for the economic development of women in Wales – in 
relation to future agenda items relating to the 50/50 by 2020 gender balance 
aspiration. 
 

B/135/16 Moira Fraser, as a trustee, declared an interest as the recently appointed 
director of policy at Macmillan Cancer Support. 

 
Announcements 

B/136/16 The board congratulated and welcomed the new members, noting that they 
had all served previous terms as Ramblers trustees. 
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B/137/16 The new trustees would be given information packs and any necessary 

paperwork to complete. They would be invited to an induction session at Ramblers 
office, Camelford House, London SE1, on an afternoon prior to the next scheduled 
full board meeting. They will receive briefings from senior members of staff, and have 
individual meetings with the chair to discuss their interests and possible roles on the 
board. They will also be given renewed access to the trustee wiki. 
 

B/138/16 The chair said that new trustees were encouraged to attend a trustee 
refresher course.  

 
Matters arising: 

General council 2016  

B/139/16 Further to the announcement by the chief executive that he was resigning, 
and prior to the governance motions being debated by council, a trustee suggested 
that trustees should propose to general council that the governance review be 
suspended for 18 months until a new CEO settles in. 
 

B/140/16  Another trustee suggested that the trustees should propose that the current 
review be suspended while board continues to consider options. 
 

B/141/16 After a brief discussion the board decided it was important to listen to what 
council had to say on the matter of the governance review and then proceed as 
appropriate to the outcome of the motions debates. 

 
General Council 2017 

B/142/16 Trustees noted that it was customary to announce the location of the following 
year’s general council at the close of the meeting. General council 2017 would take 
place in Southampton over the first weekend in April. They noted that Southampton 
had previously been researched as a possible venue for GC2015; in the event 
Cambridge had been selected but Southampton had been the runner-up and 
groundwork had already been done. Transport links were good and adoption of the 
southerly location followed the tradition of moving the meeting around the country.  

 
Ramblers’ Enterprises Ltd 

 

B/143/16 Trustees noted that Ramblers’ Enterprises Limited is a small trading 
subsidiary.   
 

B/144/16 The board voted to appoint the chair and honorary treasurer as directors of 
the Ramblers’ Enterprises Limited. 
 

B/145/16 Trustees noted that they will be asked to appoint the vice chair as director of 
Ramblers’ Enterprises Limited after that post is filled at the May board meeting. 

 
Agenda committee 

 

B/146/16 The board noted that two members of the board are appointed annually to 
serve on the agenda committee. 
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B/147/16 The chair proposed thanks in their absence to the most recent serving trustee 
members of the committee: Richard May and James Lawson, neither of whom were 
on the new board and therefore there were two vacancies to be filled. 

 

B/148/16 Trustees agreed to appoint Roy Hunt and Teri Moore to the agenda 
committee for general council 2017. 

 
Sub-committees of the board 
 

B/149/16 Trustees noted that board members will be appointed to sub-committees in 
due course, taking into account the interests of individual trustees. In the meantime, 
all members of the board new and old are invited to attend the next meetings of each 
sub-committee in person or by video conference facility as appropriate, these being:  
 

 Mission: 6.00pm, Wednesday 4 May 2016 

 Finance and operations (FOSC), 6.30pm, Tuesday 10 May 
 

B/150/16 A trustee suggested that, since trustees relied on their colleagues on other 
sub committees to take some of their responsibility, it would be reassuring to learn 
more about each other’s professional and Ramblers experience and interests via the 
exchange of “pen portraits”. The board agreed this would be useful. 
Action: CEO office/all 

 
Annual election of vice chair of the board 
 

B/151/16 Trustees noted the vice chair of the board will be elected by the board of 
trustees in accordance with Article 25.4.The annual election would take place at the 
May board meeting. A trustee proposing to stand for election should notify the chair 
by Friday 6 May 2016(two weeks before the May board date).  If there is more than 
one candidate, there will be a simple election. If any trustee is unable to attend the 
May board meeting, they would be able to give the chair a proxy vote provided they 
give notice to the chair of their absence by 6 May 2016. 
 

Any other business 
 

B/152/16 There was no other urgent business. 
 

B/153/16 The chair thanked the trustees for their participation in general council. 
 
Date of next meeting and of future meetings 
 

B/154/16 The next scheduled meeting of the board of trustees would take place in 
London on 20 and 21 May 2016. Meetings are held in the Ramblers’ Camelford 
House Vauxhall office, London SE1, unless otherwise advised. In response to a 
question the chair clarified that meetings were mainly held in the London office to 
reduce costs and for ease of travel but that once a year the board tried to meet 
outside of London.  
 

B/155/16 Trustees noted that dates are currently set up until the end of the current 
year. Dates of the board and sub-committee meetings for 2017 will be notified in due 
course. 
 

B/156/16 Subsequent scheduled meetings are as follows: 
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Mission Weds 4 May  
FOSC Tues 10 May  
BoT Fri 20- Sat 21 May 
 

Mission Weds 7 September  
FOSC Thurs 8 September  
BoT 16/17 September  
 

Mission Weds 9 November  
FOSC Thurs 10 November 
BoT 25/26 November 

 
                                                                                                            

This ended the business 
 
 

  

 

Queries on these minutes should be directed to the 

chief executive at ceo@ramblersceo.zendesk.com 

mailto:ceo@ramblersceo.zendesk.com

